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Historic Buildings of Connecticut 

Colonial era congregational meetinghouses served as a place 
for both religious services and town meetings. They often 
resembled large houses and did not always have steeples. The 
Worthington Meetinghouse was built in 1775 with no steeple. 
One was added in 1790, but the building has since been 
restored to its original look without a steeple. The 
congregational church in Worthington (the west side of 
Berlin) had split from the church in Kensington (the east side 
of Berlin) in 1772. A fire damaged the building in 1848. 
Although it was soon repaired, church members decided to 
erect a new church (now the Berlin Congregational Church) down the road. No longer a house of 
worship, the building continued its public function as the Worthington Town Hall. The large open space 
inside was divided into two floors: upstairs for town meetings and downstairs for a school with two 
classrooms. In 1907 the entire building became a school with a total of four classrooms. The old 
Meetinghouse served as a school until 1957, when it became the offices of the Berlin Board of 
Education. The building became vacant in the 1970s when it was declared unsafe. The inside was gutted 
around that time, but work halted, leaving the interior unfinished. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 179 
1775 Worthington Meetinghouse & School current owner: Town of Berlin 


Both the Worthington and Kensington Meetinghouses trace their origins 
to the rather unfortunately named "Great Swamp Society," which broke 
away from Farmington in 1707. The new society built its first 
meetinghouse about 1713, wisely changed its name to (continued) 


Kensington in 1722, and built a new, larger meetinghouse near the 
site of the present Berlin Depot in 1733. By the mid-18th century, 
this second meetinghouse was in poor repair, and a bitter dispute 
arose between those living in the east and west portions of the 
society over the location of a new meetinghouse. Finally, in 1772, 
the two groups split, literally cutting the old meetinghouse in half 
as a source of building material. The eastern society took its name 
from Col. Worthington, who mediated the dispute. 


Although presently vacant, the Worthington Meetinghouse has served a 
wide variety of purposes. After the new Worthington Congregational 
Church was built in 1850, the meetinghouse was purchased by the town 
for use as a town hall; the space was separated into two floors and 
the lower one leased to the school district for use as a grammar 
school. In 1906, town offices were moved into the former Brandegee 
Hall (still extant), and the meetinghouse was remodelled again for 
exclusive use as a school (the Colonial Revival detailing dates to 
this renovation). Finally, the —. of Connecticut declared it 
unsafe for use as a school, and the Board of Education converted the 
building to office space. When Berlin's present town hall was 
completed in 1974, the building was finally vacated after more 

than 200 years of continuous use. It was subsequently purchased by 
the Berlin Historical Society and has undergone partial restoration. 
The Society hopes to convert it to use as a museum, 


Berlin Historic Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


The Worthington Meetinghouse (pictured above), 723 Worthington Ridge. 
Built in 1774 in part with timbers from a previous meetinghouse built in 1733, it 
is one of only a dozen remaining 18" century meetinghouses. This building is a 
classic example of a functional 18" century meetinghouse. In a time before 
separation of church and state it served as a place for town meetings, religious 
services and social events. Its size is massive with a footprint of 62’ x 45’. 
There are 39 windows, all with 20-over-20 divided glass panes. The outside has 
been restored to its original look prior to the addition of a steeple in 1790. The 
steeple housed a 600-pound bell that tolled not only for services but to alert the 
townspeople of events, such as, announcing war, peace, school, birth, death, fires 
and lost children. The original interior was open like a great barn and a pulpit 
was located on the North wall. A balcony was added when more seating was 
needed. The interior has been altered over the years to serve as a church, town 
hall, school, and offices. In 1848, a fire would have destroyed the building if it 
were not for the quick action of townspeople who raced to the Meetinghouse and 
assembled a massive fire brigade to extinguish the flames. The damage was 
almost immediately repaired, but members voted to build a new church down the 
road. The building was sold to the town and operated as “Worthington Town 
Hall”. At that time, a second floor was added with the upstairs being used for 
town and public meetings and the downstairs for two schoolrooms. In 1907, the 
building was transformed into a “modern” four-room schoolhouse that held 
grades 1-8, later changed to grades 1-4. Inside, initials of many former students 
of Worthington School can be seen scratched in the rafters. The school operated 
until 1957 when the Berlin Board of Education moved its offices there. With the 
construction of a new town hall in 1976, the building was left vacant. Dedicated 
citizens have been working to give the building new life as a community cultural 
center and museum. 
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The former Worthington School 
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In the Worthington Ridge Local Historic District. 
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17, OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) , 


The Worthington Meetinghouse is a large rectangular building. The 


gable ridge runs zoageey north-south; the gable ends are three bays 
in width, the side eleyatidas seven in length. Windows are large 
with simple molded caps and are fitted with 20-over-20 sash. 
Second-floor windows abut the plain frieze of the molded roof cornice, 
which shows a partial return at the gable ends. The building is 

clad in narrow clapboards. A Victorian ‘cupola has recently been 
removed from the roof and now rests near the building's south end; 

the foundation has recently been replaced. The south elevation has 
side and center trabeated Colonial Revival entries with wide plain 
pilasters and lintels and molded cornices. The center entry has a 
wood paneled door, the left a modern door with a single large pane. 

On the west is a single large entry recessed in the central bay. 

The entry has fluted pilasters and a lintel showing a (continued) 


BUILDER 


19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHI URAL IMPOR 


Architecturally, the Worthington Meetinghouse is significant as a 
well-preserved example of a plain, functional 18th-century meeting- 
house, one of only about a dozen still in their original state in 
Connecticut. Unlike the Kensington Congregational Church, which 
received a more fashionable exterior treatment during the Greek 

Revival Era, the Worthington Meetinghouse still retains its stark 
colonial appearance. Despite numerous reconfigurations of the interior, 
the original timber framing is still intact, and in some places the 

cut and patched timbers carried from the earlier meetinghouse can 

still be seen. 


Both the Worthington and Kensington Meetinghouses trace their origins 
to the rather unfortunately named "Great Swamp Society," which broke 
away from Farmington in 1707. The new society built its first 
meetinghouse about 1713, wisely changed its name to (continued) 


Cynthia Wilcox, "The Worthington Meetinghouse," typescript, 
Berlin Historical Society. 
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Worthington Meetinghouse/Worthington School 


17. (continued): 


pulvinated frieze with dentils and molded architrave and cornice. The 
east elevation has no entry, but shows a central "preacher's window" 
between stories (designed to admit light over the pulpit). On the 
north, there is a single central entry with a paneled door and molded 
cap; a round-arched Colonial Revival attic light with a molded key- 
block surround has been boarded up; variations in paint color and a 
gap in the eaves reflect the recent removal of an exterior chimney. 


19. (continued): 


Kensington in 1722, and built a new, larger meetinghouse near the 
site of the present Berlin Depot in 1733. By the mid-18th century, 
this second meetinghouse was in poor repair, and a bitter dispute 
arose between those living in the east and west portions of the 
society over the location of a new meetinghouse. Finally, in 1772, 
the two groups split, literally cutting the old meetinghouse in half 
as a source of building material. The eastern society took its name 
from Col. Worthington, who mediated the dispute. 


Although presently vacant, the Worthington Meetinghouse has served a 
wide variety of purposes. After the new Worthington Congregational 
Church was built in 1850, the meetinghouse was purchased by the town 
for use as a town hall; the space was separated into two floors and 
the lower one leased to the school district for use as a grammar 
school. In 1906, town offices were moved into the former Brandegee 
Hall (still extant), and the meetinghouse was remodelled again for 
exclusive use as a school (the Colonial Revival detailing dates to 
this renovation). Finally, the tg! of Connecticut declared it 
unsafe for use as a school, and the Board of Education converted the 
building to office space. When Berlin's present town hall was 
completed in 1974, the building was finally vacated after more 

than 200 years of continuous use. It was subsequently purchased by 
the Berlin Historical Society and has undergone partial restoration. 
The Society hopes to convert it to use as a museum, 
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Photographs (continued): Cupola has been removed and is on the ground 


